
Election Recap 2012  
The past three weeks have truly been amazing in 
so many ways.  Our students brainstormed, 
researched, discussed, created, campaigned, 
and voted in such rich, authentic, and organic 
manners!  All of the students showed such pride, 
desire, and enthusiasm while on the campaign 
trail.  Their willingness to learn more each day has 

hopefully created a memory that will last throughout their adult lives.  
We could not be PROUDER of each student in room 106! 

Our journey has taken us on a path from thoughtful thinking to 
innovative plans and finally to real life implementation.  During the 
beginning stages of our unit, the students brainstormed words we 
might know about or hear during an election. This  
discussion started our continuous work on the iPad. 
 

Each student has created their very own election 
ebook filled with words associated with an election. 
The students learned how to create audio recordings and videos 
within the ebooks so that they could describe each election word in 
their own way. They also had the opportunity to explore the different 
features within book creator such as, crop, font type/size, and picture 
uploading. The students’ fifth grade book buddies also had a hand in 
the election process via the iPads by helping the students research 
interesting facts about their party’s fish, in order to persuade others. 
One of the students’ favorite facts about the goldfish is that they can 
jump from bowl to bowl, if trained properly of course. 
 



In order to supplement the betta fish and goldfish research, we read 
about other election stories through the pages of Max For President 
by Jarrett Krosoczka, Duck for President  
by Doreen Cronin, and Grace for President  
by Kelly DiPucchio. These pieces of literature  
offered rich discussions about democracy,  
voting, and our real life presidential election. The books also offered a 
wonderful outlet for the children to compare and contrast our 
classroom election with the ones featured in the stories.  

The students noticed that within each book, and in real life, voters 
need a voter’s registration card to participate in voting. We thought it 
would be a great idea to create our own registration cards including 

personal identification: a picture of the student, 
name, room number, school, and date of birth. 
The kids now have a deeper understanding on 
what a voter’s registration card is and why you 
must have one to vote.  

After creating our voter’s registration cards, we wanted to get the 
ball rolling on our very own class pet election! The first step was 
dividing the students into either the betta fish party or the goldfish 
party. The students picked the party that they would be in support of 
by drawing them randomly from a bag. After the two parties were 
established, the campaign trail began!  

We started the process off by discussing different slogans in the real 
world, some examples were: McDonald’s “I’m lovin’ it,” Barack 
Obama’s “Forward,” and Mitt Romney’s “Believe in America.” We 
created a slideshow with these examples and explained that 
candidates running for office come up with slogans in order to catch 
the attention of their voters. After the discussion, the children 
brainstormed different slogans that they could use for their party’s 



fish. Both parties came up with extraordinary slogans but the two that 
stuck were “Believe in Betta,” sung to the tune of “Don’t Stop 
Believing,” by Journey and “Goldfish Rocks,” sung to the tune of “We 
Will Rock You,” by Queen.  

While running off the creative juices produced from our slogans, we 
began to make campaign posters for each party. The kids came up 
with innovative ways to illustrate their fish’s best qualities, from the 
betta fish playing guitar, to a taxi with the fish’s slogan 
displayed as an advertisement. We found our first 
graders constantly wanting to make more posters to 
represent their fish; some even created posters during 
their free time at home! When the students were 
finished with the posters, we hung them all around the 
school as a persuasive method for their party’s fish.  

Once our poster advertisements were all set, it was time to create 
two video advertisements, one for each party (Betta and 
Goldfish)(Password: ccssutter). The students had a great time 
participating in the production of their videos. Each student within 
each party had an important role to fill during the creation of these 
advertisements. Students worked as actors, supporting actors, and 
creative designers. Both videos turned out wonderfully while offering 
a prideful attitude by both parties. 

Before we hit the campaign trail, we all agreed that in addition to our 
video advertisements, we would design T-shirts in support of our 
candidates. The students used slogans and pictures to illustrate their 

T-shirt creations. After our T’shirts were done, we were 
ready to begin the campaign trail by visiting three 
classrooms including Ms. Montalvo’s SK, Mrs. Ripley’s SK, 
Mrs. Goldberg’s JK, and even Mrs. Kilgallon’s sixth grade 
class!  

https://vimeo.com/52857512
https://vimeo.com/52816404


During our visits we showed each party’s advertisement videos and 
answered any questions from the students. The first graders ended 
each class visit with some schmoozing by giving individual 
handshakes along with a friendly “vote for the goldfish/betta fish!” 

After all the hard work, voting day was 
finally upon us! The kids were overly 
excited about getting the chance to 
participate in such a highly anticipated 
event. Before voting, we made our way 
to the track, (right above the real life 
voting booths), and first observed the 
voters below us. It was neat to see the reactions of our students, and 
to answer their inquiries about the happenings. Then it was our turn to 
vote! With voter’s registration cards in tow, the students were 
directed to our homemade voting station complete with a 

registration table, privacy booths, and ballots that 
were to be casted via the iPads. Our students 
proudly showed their registration cards, took a 
grinned picture from ear to ear, and slapped on 
an “I voted” sticker on their shirts.  

With all of this said and done, the voters have 
spoken and the winning ticket for the room 106, 
2012 class pet election goes to…(the kids would 
want a drum roll here, I’m going to leave that up 
to you), THE BETTA FISH! We are very excited about 
the outcome and are now moving on to the next steps in buying and 
taking care of our very own betta fish. We have discussed and are 
now researching the costs and care that is needed for our fish. The 
students will also vote on a fish name after the upcoming break, 
when our new class pet arrives.  



We have created a video montage for the winning party, the 
Betta, as well as a consolation montage for the unlucky 
candidate, the Goldfish.  Click on the links to gain access.  
The password is ccssutter.  Please enjoy the culmination of our 
successful, hard-working, enthusiastic, and creative students!! 

 

Finally, thank you for your continued support throughout the 
entire class election process. We had a lot of fun and most 
importantly, your child learned the invaluable trait of 
participating in a democratic environment by becoming 
involved and with that, taking action in something that they 
believe in. 
  

Sincerely, 

Mr. Sutter and Ms. Romo 

  

http://vimeo.com/53124238
http://vimeo.com/53129700

